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THE COUNTY CHRONICLER 
Polk County Historical Society 

May 2006 

 

 

May 23, 7:15 p.m. 

A STICKY BUSINESS 

 

 
 

David and Joan Michaelson 

will present   

Bees, Honey & Life 

 

Executive Board meets at 5:45 p.m. 

Lunch will be served after the meeting. 

 

All Polk County Historical Societies 

Ideas Sharing 

Ice Cream Social 

June 20, 7 p.m. 

Pine Park, Balsam Lake 

The county society will bring the ice 

cream, dishes and spoons, other 

societies, please bring toppings. 

 
 

Lifetime local residents, David and Joan 

Michaelson.  See pages 2. 

 

 

 

        

    May 27 – Sept 4 

     2006 
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BEES – HONEY – LIFE 

 

David and Joan Michaelson enjoy their retirement in a beautiful home 

surrounded by lovely gardens on Warren Street in Balsam Lake.  

 

David says that his life started in a deflocked chicken coop.  What is a 

deflocked chicken coop?  It is one that no longer has a flock of chickens in it.  

The deflocked chicken coop; moved and added to, was home to David and his 

three siblings – Juanita, Daniel, Esther, and his parents, George and Olga 

Michaelson.  

 

George Michaelson was born at Forrest City, Iowa in 1901 to Norwegian 

immigrants, Mike Michael Thoring Michaelson and Anna Marie Johnson.  The 

senior Michaelson was one of nine children who immigrated in 1881 to Iowa, 

where they spent their first 25 years before moving north, first to Minneapolis and 

then settling to farm in northeast Georgetown Township. 

 

The main farm income was from the cream they sold to Fox Creek 

Creamery or Twin Town Cheese Factory, located at the junction of G & E.  David 

helped with chores every morning and evening.  They never had running water so 

Dave did his share of carrying water from a cistern to all the animals and for 

household needs.  The added-on-to-chicken-coop-home only had only one 

bedroom for all six family members, but in the summer David and his “city 

cousin” often slept in the grain bin part of the haymow.  The fieldwork was done 

with horses most of the time, but they did have what David describes as an old, 

worn-out Fordson tractor. The first car that he remembers is a late 20’s model 

Maxwell. 

 

David walked to the Blake Lake School for eight years and then rode bus to 

Milltown, where he graduated in 1948.  His life has always been close to the 

Unity District School. He started driving bus in 1961, and he continues driving 

today.  He now drives the grandchildren of the students he transported over forty 

years ago.  Former bus riders often greet David, and he does not recognize them 

because they have grown up and changed. 

 

Bee keeping became a part of David’s life about 1975 when he attended a 

WITC class at Unity.  He started with a couple of colonies and “doubled” it the 

next year to 12 colonies, and continued to expand to about 50 colonies.  They sold 

their business in 1994. He and Joan have introduced bee keeping to many 

children through school programs.   
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The beekeeper’s wife developed an allergy to bee stings, and prior to that 

Joan helped with the honey making process.  Joan Elizabeth Fuller was the 

middle of three children born to Lester Richard and Agnes Hansine (Laudahl) 

Fuller.  Lester and Agnes were married in Lindstrom, Minnesota, in 1925.  

 

Lester’s father William came to the area from Canada in 1891.  In 1898 he 

married Ida Elizabeth Bickerdike.  Ida was of English heritage, born July 3, 1869 

in Pike County, Illinois.  They farmed west of Lykens until their deaths – Ida in 

1942 and William in 1943. 

 

Agnes Hansine Laudahl, Joan’s mother, grew up east of Eureka Center 

[section 17], the daughter of Danish immigrants, Jens Malter Hansen Laudahl 

(1873-1949) and Johanna Hansine Christensen-Astrup (1880-1967).  

 

The Lester Fuller family moved a number of times while Joan was in 

elementary school.  In 1946 the family moved to a farm in Georgetown 

Township.  Joan attended 8
th

 grade at Bunyan School and graduated from Balsam 

Lake High School in 1951.  She also attended one year at St. Paul Bible Institute. 

 

Joan was working at Nash’s Coffee in St. Paul when she and David were 

married in 1954.  They moved to the country in 1956, and a couple of years later 

began farming on Joan’s home place east of Balsam Lake.  After the children 

were in school, Joan was secretary in the Balsam Lake office of the Department 

of Corrections where she worked for 29 years.  

 

Joan and David have three children. LeRoy has three daughters, Deanna, 

Evie, and Heidi.  He lives with his current wife, Sherry, in Eagan, Minnesota.  He 

has his own business creating web sites. Larry lives with his wife, Barbara, and 

children, Dale and Dawn on his parent’s former farm, east of Balsam Lake. He 

does crop farming and custom work for three other large farms. Carol Jean and 

her husband, Stephen Gallagher, are in their 14
th
 year working with Wycliffe 

Bible Translators in Papua New Guinea.  They are translating the Bible for the 

Bariai people, one of over 800 languages spoken in New Guinea. They have two 

children, Erin and Adam. 

 

The BUSY BEE HONEY SALES brochure contains the following about 

life: “The beekeeper spends much of his time preparing a home for his bees and 

taking care of their needs. At the Michaelson home we also have Someone who is 

preparing a place for us and taking care of our needs. This Someone is God, our 

Heavenly Father.” 
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2006 ELEVATOR ADDITION FUNDRAISERS 

 

 
 

July 1. 2006 
Balsam Lake’s Freedom Festival 

Auction at Museum 
We need Donations. 

 
 

July 7 & 8 
Dick’s IGA, Amery 

Brat Sales 
We need workers. 

 

 
July 27-30 Polk County Fair 

The Polk County Historical Society 
and The Red Hat Society present: 
The War Years –Style Show 

 
Red Hat Luncheon 
September 21, 2006       
Paradise Landing 
12:30 – 4 p.m. 

 
 

Veterans Buffet Dinner 
November 11, 2006 
Tac Entertainment Center 
12:30 – 4 p.m. 

 If you have questions or would like to 

volunteer call President Muriel Pfeifer at 

715-268-6578. 

We need lots of workers.
 

  
POLK COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 11TH ANNUAL BUS TOUR 

BARRON COUNTY PIONEER MUSEUM 
JUNE 9,    2006 
COST      $25.00 

 Coffee & Rolls AT AMERY SENIOR CENTER  8:15 a.m. - 8:35 a.m. 
 Barron Pioneer Museum              9:45 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 
 Cameron Faith Lutheran Church Lunch            12:15 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.  
 Prairie Lake Antique Carriages & Pedal Toys     1:45 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 
 
We will travel by Trail Way Bus, 47 passengers with bathroom accommodations.  
Please have your reservation into the society by May 20.  You can send your 
reservation and check into Carl Johnson, 307 W. South Amery, WI. 54001, or 
Muriel Pfeifer, 625 Dickey St., Amery, WI. 54001    
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2006 Polk County Historical Society Speaker Schedule 

 

 Topic Speaker 

May True Story of Honey David & Joan Michealson 

June World’s Most Famous Airplane Jon Cermin 

July Our Anishinabe Connection Dan Mosay 

August Immigrating from Russia Veronica Lasovsky 

September Building Fiddles and Fiddling Sounds Larry Phillipson 

October Wisconsin Interstate Park Julie Fox 

 

We appreciation our volunteers and contributors 

 

May 2 – Rosalie Kittleson and Dave 

Knutson presented certificates of 

appreciation to six Unity High School 

Seniors for their contribution to 

PCHS’s successful 2006 by working 

at the museum, at Lanesdale School 

and with the elevator funds drive 

mass mailing.  

 

Thank you: 

 

Amy Sealand 

Cortyney McKinney 

Andrea Turner 

Dan Murphy 

 Matt Sampson 

Tyler Bestland 

 

 

 

Shirley Framsted of Citrus Heights 

donated numerous items for the 

upcoming auction. 

Monetary gifts for the elevator 

addition were received from the 

following: 

 

Family of Dr. Fred Riegel in his 

memory, 

Fred Olson in honor of Turtle Lake 

class of 1946, 

Donald and Nancy Derosier of Royal 

Oaks, Independent Living of Osceola.  

Balsam Lake Community Club 

The River Bank 

 

The Museum will be opening May 27, 

and will be open 12 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

every day through September 4, 2006. 

 

Every hour of volunteering is 

appreciated, a wide variety of 

opportunities exist with no experience 

needed. The visitor’s comments will 

be your reward 

 

Museum brochures need to be 

distributed.
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Polk County Historical Society 

Receives $100,000 Park-Deaver Grant  
 

Thank you, Polk County residents and friends, for your support, donations, and 

hard work. Now the decisions begin: American Engineering Company will test the soil, 

Bill Mika is working on the design, Balsam Lake Village is considering the street 

entrance, and the PCHS financial committee will be meeting with the representative from 

S & C Bank. This is the beginning of a list that goes on and on for our huge undertaking. 

I know that this elevator is going to be wonderful because I went up and down those steps 

many times yesterday and I am not getting any younger.   

 

 I would like to use this newsletter space for something that is near and dear to my 

heart. In April we had 140 Osceola 4
th

 Grade students tour the museum. I received 20 

thank you letters in the mail written by the students.  I would like to share one letter and 

my response: 

 

Dear Mrs. Kittleson, 

Thank you for planning our fieldtrip and letting us come and see the museum.  

Can you tell the people that work at the museum thanks for me?  Probably my favorite 

thing in the museum was seeing all the beautiful dishes.I am kind of changing to a 

different subject now, but why did the moister [moisture] open up the tree at the park?  If 

you don’t know what I’m talking about, I’m talking about the bees that lived at the 

bottom of the tree I also have another question for you. How come the turtle shells were 

so soft and all ripted [ripped]?  Also, do you go on that one hike a lot?  I learned that 

they used pict-o-graphs to see 3-D pictures of other places because people didn’t travel a 

lot back then. The one room school house was really very interesting to me. I never knew 

that the teachers had to do everything to take care of the school.   

This may not matter to you and you may not get it but, SMILE & THE WORLD  

SMILES BACK.  Once again thank you for planning this trip and letting us come. 

Sincerely, Emily Grace Peck 

 

Dear Ms. Peck,  

I’m glad you enjoyed your day with us. I would like to answer your questions. I 

think the honey bees used the large V opening in the base of the tree for their hive, which 

is moist. When the honey bees left, the moisture dried up making the tree to shrink into 

that cavity. The trail we walked on shows evidence of turtle egg shells remains, not a 

turtle shell remains. Yes, I do walk on that trail often. 

Sincerely, Rosalie ☺ 

 

Preserving the Past for the Future Generation 
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Polk County Historical Society Board Meeting    April 25, 2006 
 
Members present: Ralph LaDuke, Dianne Dueholm, Merle Bregren, Darrell 
Kittleson, Jim Gisch, Nicole Hanson, Carl Johnson, LeRoy Schwan, Muriel Pfeifer, 
Art Young, and Museum Director, Rosalie Kittleson. 
 
Call to Order:  Meeting called to order by President Muriel Pfeifer at 6:47 P.M. 
Secretary’s Report: 
Changes to March 2006 minutes as follows: 
Names corrections, Lois Hoff, Rey Lark, Russ Hanson 
Under Public Address System: $1500 has been invested in equipment,  

Should be $500 invested in equipment, $1500 additional needed to complete 
installation. 
Under 2006 Fundraisers: c) Yellow Building, these additions should be noted: 
Darrell will contact Wal-Mart about donating a bike and Lois will contact Alco 
about donating a bike. Lois will make a quilt. Water will be sold. 
d) Mass Mailing states $350 in postage, corrected amount is $74. 
Motion by LeRoy to accept the report with corrections, Jim 2nd, passed. 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Rosalie gave each member a copy of the bank statement, checking account 
activity statement and cover sheet showing all our accounts. 
Motion by Jim to accept the reports, 2nd by LeRoy, passed. 
Director’s Report:  
Butch Korsan, from the county verified that there is a leak in the roof and said it 
was time to get a professional roofer to make repairs. 
The Lanesdale School has a leak around the belfry.  Larry Behne could begin to 
work on it May 14th.  Motion by Dianne to fix the roof, 2nd by LeRoy, passed.   
The rock wall will be repaired by the person who drove into it. 
140 4th graders from Osceola came on two days and also spent time at D.D. 
Kennedy.  The first day’s class was conducted by the PC Soil & Water Agency; 
the 2nd day it was taught by Dale Cox from the National Park Service in St. Croix 
Falls.  
May Tours: 
3rd,   Red Hatters from Amery 
16th, Luck Historical Society, evening 
18th, Clayton, Amery and Home Schoolers  
28th, St. Croix Falls School  
We received 15 artifacts from Richard Kohout. 

Darrell received a fire hydrant that was used in Milwaukee and also the nozzle 
end of a fire hose. 
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Darrell and Rosalie attended a meeting and joined the Balsam Lake Community 
Club.  They asked for a donation and were told they would donate $300 this 
month.  (Rosalie left our meeting early to attend theirs and receive the check.) 
Darrell passed out the preliminary sketches of the addition by Bill Mika.  They 
have been viewed by a civil engineer who thought they looked sufficient. 
Correspondence: 
Muriel had received an e-mail from Russ Hanson asking if the PCHS would 
sponsor a county level get together with the other Historical Societies to share 
ideas.  He has already contacted the Societies of Amery, Luck, Frederic and SEL 
about the idea.  Discussion followed.  It was decided to have an ice cream social 
on June 20th, at 7 P.M. in Pine Park.  PCHS will furnish the ice cream. 
Dianne asked Rosalie if she would open on May 16th for a group from the Luck 

Historical Society. 
Darrell shared that advertising is the key to success for any group and that Mary 
Stirrat has been a big help to the Society. 
Old Business: 
Audit has not been done at this time. 
Rosalie is still in need of the 2005 financial statement from Lois. 
New Business: 

1) Sportsman’s Club at the PC Fairgrounds this coming weekend, 29th & 30th.  
Darrell and Rosalie will attend. 

2) May 15th, Casino Fair at Turtle Lake 12:00-5:00. Carl, LeRoy and Ralph will 
help. 

3) June 9th- Bus Tour. Carl Johnson needs to have your money for the bus 
tour by May 20th. 

4) School Tours: May 3rd, May 18th, May 26th.   Ralph can help on the 18th 
and 26th.  

     More tour guides are needed. 
5) Work days:  Tuesdays and Thursdays in May. Everyone is welcome to 

come and help. 
6) Fundraisers: 

a. Raffle tickets will be made by members of Muriel’s church. 
b. Darrell brought a catalog of small items that could be purchased and 

sold at our booth at the fair.   

c. Motion by Muriel to spend up to $200 on items to sell, 2nd by Carl, 
passed. 

Darrell suggested that we go back to having a short meeting, for the public, each 
month before the program. 
The building committee will meet after tonight’s program. 
Motion by Darrell to adjourn the meeting, 2nd by LeRoy, passed. Meeting 
adjourned at 7:03. 
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President Muriel Pfeifer shared the following items at the General Meeting April 
25, 2006 at 7:15 
 
Russ Hanson has requested a meeting of the various societies to exchange ideas 
on fundraising and securing new members. The PCHS will host this as an ice 
cream social on June 20th at 7 P.M. in Balsam Lake’s Pine Park.  
The Financial Committee, consisting of Fred Salmon, David Knutson and Merle 
Bergren will be doing the audit. 
The Building Committee will meet after tonight’s program to go over the building 
plans.  They are Darrell Kittleson, Nicolle Hanson, Ralph LaDuke and Joyle 
Anderson.   

Gardening Committee members are Dianne Dueholm and Rosalie Kittleson. 
 
Volunteers are needed for these projects,  
Sportman’s Club event at the PC Fairgrounds May 29th and 30th 
“Hats off to Turtle Lake” Day at the Casino May 15th noon -5:00 
Selling water at our booth at the PC Fair 
Cleaning at the museum; Tuesdays and Thursdays 
 
Sign up deadline for the Bus Tour is May 20th. 

 
 

Osceola Historical Society’s 2nd Annual  
Roundtrip Train Ride 

Osceola to Marine on the St. Croix 
Sunday, May 21, Train leaves at 2:30 p.m. 

Special rate: $10 plus proof of membership in a Polk 
County Historical Society 

www.osceolahistoricalsociety.com 
 

          
 

http://www.osceolahistoricalsociety.com/
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I would like to become a member 
of the Polk County Historical 
Society: 
 Lifetime-------------------$100 
 Yearly-----------------------$10 
 Student----------------------$2 
 
Name_______________________ 
Street_______________________ 
City_________________________ 
State & Zip___________________ 
E-mail_______________________ 
Mail To: 
Rosalie Kittleson 
Box 41 
Balsam Lake, WI 54810 


