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THE COUNTY CHRONICLER 
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June 2006 

 
 

B-17 WORLD’S MOST FAMOUS AIRPLANE 

 

June 27, 2006, 7:15 p.m. 

Polk County Justice Center 

 

Community Room 

 

 
 

Combat Aircrews Preservation Society 

 

 Founder and President Jon 

Cermin will present a video of first 

person stories from WW II Army Air 

Corps personnel; primarily those 

associated with the B-17 Flying Fortress. 

See page 2 & 3. 

 

 

 

Leaders of Polk County 

Historical Societies 

 

 
 

Ice Cream Social 

June, 20, 7 p.m. 

Pine Park 

West of Tuttle Street 

Balsam Lake 

 

 The county society will bring the    

ice cream, dishes and spoons. We ask   

the other societies to please bring 

toppings. 
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COMBAT AIRCREWS’ PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

 

For all the guys that never returned, for the men that gave that last effort and 

could not get back to be as fortunate as I, I will tell the kids about what you did 

and why.
1
 

 

No other words could better sum up the mission of the Combat Aircrew’s 

Preservation Society (CAPS). Our mission is to preserve the oral first person histories of 

those who served our country in all wars by professionally recording these stories on 

broad band quality video tape. Many thousands of valiant men and women died 

preserving our freedoms. We at CAPS believe that it is important to keep the memories 

of these heroes alive through the first person accounts of those who were fortunate to 

survive the same wars. Let’s tell our future generations what sacrifices and efforts it 

took to keep freedom alive. Hopefully this education will move them to respect and 

honor those things our veterans fought, bled and died for, for generations to come. 

 

Since 1995, CAPS founder and president Jon Cermin has been professionally 

videotaping first person stories from WW II Army Air Corps personnel; primarily those 

associated with the B-17 Flying Fortress, from it’s inception prior to WW II, all the 

wars through its many roles in aerial combat, to its many post war roles.  

 

While this project is still in the works, other projects have since taken priority in 

the time line as interviews continue to be taped of airmen from a wide variety of 

aircraft. We foresee interviewing aircrews as an ongoing and almost daily project. A 

number of B-24 crew members have already been interviewed in anticipation of 

producing a 13 part documentary series, “In Their Own Words: The B-17 Flying Fortress.”  
 

The purpose of this society is to preserve history through education. Today’s 

children are growing up in an age of microchips, memory sticks, and real time 

information access. While it was considered cutting edge at the time, aircrews from the 

early 20
th
 century operated with primitive equipment by today’s standards. There were 

no pressurized cabins, ground radar, electronic targeting systems, GPS navigation, and 

so forth. These combats relied on their skills, talent instincts and fellow airmen to 

complete military objectives. 
Taken from www.combataircrew.org  

                                           
1
 Fox, PFC Edgar R. USMC, Ret., engraving on memorial to the sailors and airmen who fought in the Battle of midway in 

WW II, located at Midway Airport, Chicago. 

http://www.combataircrew.org/
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JON CERMIN  

 

 Jon Cermin has been shooting motion picture film and video professionally since 

1988. He began his career as Director of Photography by studying under supervision of 

retired Hollywood film maker and two time Oscar winner Victor Duncan, A.S.D. Jon 

met Mr. Duncan at the University of North Texas, where Mr. Duncan worked as an 

adjunct professor, and Jon was assigned as Mr. Duncan’s teaching assistant. Jon 

graduated from the University of North Texas with a Master of Science Degree in 

Radio, Television and film in 1994.  

 

 There is more than one Cisco Kid. Jon also grew up in Cisco, the small farming 

and ranching community in west Texas and acquired the nickname, Cisco at Texas 

Lutheran College (now Texas Lutheran University)  

 

Jon’s connection to Polk County is his wife Cheryl Peterson, daughter of Darrell 

and Barbara Peterson. Jon and Cheryl married on New Year’s Eve, 1994, at the church 

in Arlington, Texas, where they met. Three years ago the family moved to St. Croix 

Falls to be closer to Cheryl’s family. Cheryl’s parents live on the north side of Sand 

Lake, her brother, Brian lives in the Lykens area, sister Renee and brother Bruce lives in 

the twin cities area. They also wanted to raise their two children, Hayley, ten years old 

and Jeremy, eight, in a small town. 

 

 Jon has been working since 1995 at his own expense and in his spare time on the 
B-17 documentary, “In Their Own Words.” CAPS website, www.combataircrew.org reveals the 
deep devotion he has to this project. The following taken from CAPS website summarizes his 
deep care for past, present and future generations. 
 

  Many of those veterans who have been interviewed will never see their completed 

stories. The clock is running out for many of the veterans that have already been 

interviewed. We at CAPS would like to honor those veterans with a gift of historical 

preservation; by giving them the recognition they deserve, by telling the world their 

stories of heroism and devotion to our country, and by giving them a keepsake that their 

heirs will be proud to watch and pass from generation to generation. We’d like to send 

these keepsakes to the original interviewees, not their surviving families. Time is not on 

our side. For more information on this project, including funding requirements and a 

line item budget, contact Jon at jcermin@centurytel.net. 

 

  

 

http://www.combataircrew.org/
mailto:jcermin@centurytel.net
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JULY 1, 10 a.m. 

 

WE NEED YARD, SHOP, HOUSEHOLD, AND SPORTING GOODS, ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES, 

TOYS, AND FURNITURE - ALL IN GOOD CONDITION. BRING ITEMS TO MUSEUM EARLY OR 

CALL 483-3979 OR 485-9269 FOR PICK UP. 

    

  

  

      
 

 

ITEMS TO BE AUCTIONED: 

 

A full size wicker Pullman Sleeper baby buggy with wood spoke wheels, circa early 

1900’s, 12” fully jointed natural cinnamon color Teddy Bear, circa 1900’s, old games, 

1978 Honda Hobbit moped, tools, table saw, turning lathe, round oak table with 2 

leaves, chairs, 50’s Kenmore kitchen gas range, old Farmall tractor, gift certificates for 

local stores and restaurants, tickets for Minnesota Orchestra, Brewers game, passes for 

Wild Mountain, Trollhaugen lift tickets.  

 

PCHS WILL HAVE FOOD STAND; WE NEED COOKIES AND BROWNIES. 

 
 



 5 

2006 Polk County Historical Society Speaker Schedule 

 

 Topic Speaker 

June World’s Most Famous Airplane Jon Cermin 

July Our Anishinabe Connection Dan Mosay 

August Immigrating from Russia Veronica Lasovsky 

September Building Fiddles and Fiddling Sounds Larry Phillipson 

October Wisconsin Interstate Park Julie Fox 

 
 
 

FUND RAISERS 
July 7 & 8 

Dick’s IGA, Amery 
Brat Sales 

 
 
 

July 27-30 
 Polk County Fair 

 
RAFFLE TICKETS FOR SALE 
 

Win: 
Red, White, Blue Handmade Quilt 
 

2 Brand New Bikes 
2-$100 U.S. Bonds 
Hand Made Quilt 
6 tickets for $5 

Drawing- July 30 
 

If you have 
questions or would like 
to volunteer, call President Muriel 

Pfeifer at 715-268-6578 

 

THANK YOU, JIM 

 

 Jim Gisch has been a familiar face 

at our museum through the past years. 

We hope to continue seeing his presence 

after his final official working day. 

Jim started as a volunteer working with 

Willis Erickson on ground improvement 

and then moved up to a part time 

employee through Experience Works in 

April, 1999. 

 

 We appreciate all the hours Jim 

has put in; improving the grounds, 

making a workshop in the basement, 

repairing, making, and installing century 

signs, assembling displays, changing 

light bulbs, painting, working at the fair 

and other shows, picking up artifacts, 

guiding museum tours. We will miss 

Jim’s smiling face and great sense of 

humor. 
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Polk County Historical Society Board Meeting      May 23, 2006 

 

Board members present:  Ralph LaDuke, Diane Dueholm, Carl Johnson, Art Young, 

Darrell Kittleson, Jim Gisch, Merle Bergren, Nicole Hanson, and Muriel Pfeifer.  Also 

attending were Lois Hoff, Rosalie Kittleson and Dave Knutson. 

 

Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 5:48 by President, Muriel Pfeifer. 

Secretary’s Report:  A correction was made on the time of meeting from 6:47 to 5:47. 

Motion to accept by Darrell, 2
nd

 by Carl, passed. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Motion to accept by Jim, 2
nd

 by Merle, passed. 

Director’s report:  Rosalie gave her report of a very busy month. 

Correspondence: Muriel shared some information from the WSHS. 

Old Business:  
1. The garden has been cleaned by the Master Gardeners.   

2. Ice Cream Social- June 20
th
   7:00 pm at Pine Park in Balsam Lake.  Our board 

will provide everything but the toppings.  

3. Darrell-Elevator Committee.  New drawings handed out with changes suggested 

at last meeting.  Soil testing will be done on May 31
st
.  Need price in writing from 

the elevator company.   

New Business: 

1. Jolene Jones wants to purchase a copy of our business mailing list.  She would 

be using it for the Community Freedom Fest.  

           Interfaith Caregivers has also asked for permission to buy the list. 

          Motion by Merle to sell the list, per request, for $100, 2
nd

 by Carl, passed. 

2. Bus Tour June 9
th
.   30 tickets have been sold.  Lake Country Cheese has  

               been added to the tour. 

3. Lanesdale School-Belfry.   The leak is not as bad as first suspected. 

4. School Tours.  There will be 70 on Friday the 28
th
.  A Homemakers group will     

               also be touring. 

 5.  Pioneer Schooling.  Rosalie has contacted two teachers and plans are to have            

      School operate for three days a week.  

     6.    Muriel has made Historical Society membership cards.  

     7. 2006-2007 Creative thinking.  We need to think ahead for ideas to create    

      interest in our museum.  Perhaps we could sponsor special activities on the         

                weekends like the museum at Barron.  

          8.  Nicole reported on her meeting tonight with the city council; they have             

     approved at least one handicapped parking space.  Darrell Ince will measure    

               the area to see if it will accommodate two spaces. 

 9.  Auction-July 1
st
.  We need many more items to sell.  A grant received from   

        Thrivent will match 50 cents for each dollar we raise, up to $1000, on the   

         auction and the brat stands.  
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         10. Raffle- Lois displayed the quilt and matching pillow she made for our raffle.                                     

   Darrell mentioned that the fairground building we are going to use doesn’t have    

   a refrigerator.  He can purchase a used one for $50.  Motion by Carl to purchase   

  2
nd

 by Jim, passed  

             

 

Financial Committee:    Report by Chairman, Dave Knutson 

1. Two trust funds have been combined and this will raise the interest from 3.7% to 

5%. Interest only is available from these funds. The committee suggested that the 

interest be put into a money market fund. 

2. $165,000 has been put into a 7 month CD at 4.88%. 

3. $10,000 from checking has been put into a money market fund. 

4. The committee will be auditing the 2005 checking account. 

5. Darrell and Rosalie have received an invitation to attend on June 24, a reception 

at the Bayfield Heritage Center on behalf of the Wisconsin State Historical 

society Board of curators. Dave asked the board to approve giving them $200 

toward the expense of attending. Motion by Diane to provide funds, 2
nd

 by Carl, 

passed. 

 

A Motion to adjourn by Ralph, 2
nd

 by Darrel; at 7:10. 

 

Director’s Report 

 

 What a month of excitement! We received the $100,000 check from the Marion 

Park Deaver Foundation, the soil test for the addition has been completed and we are 

waiting for results. Our building committee is working on the second set of plans after 

minor adjustments. 

 

We combined the museum school tours with tours at the D.D. Kennedy Park under the 

LASH/WATER (Land-Air-Soil-History/Water) program. Polk County Land and Water 

Agency and the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway are involved at the park. We had 

400 school visitors in May. 

 

 The garden was completed by the Polk County Master Gardeners. Eight to ten 

gardeners worked four Wednesday afternoons. Bricks from the old jail were used for a 

path and a small bench was added. The belfry at the Lanesdale School was painted and 

the leak taken care of. The limestone wall that was damaged this last winter was 

repaired. We will have the museum roof looked at and an estimate presented to the 

county board. 

 

Rosalie Kittleson 


