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THE COUNTY CHRONICLER 
Polk County Historical Society 

August 2006

 

August 22, 2006, 7:15 p.m. 

Polk County Justice Center 

Community Room 

 

RUSSIA – History and Reality! 

 

 Our August speaker, 

Veronica Lasovsky grew up in 

Russsia. She will give her 

memories, thoughts and feelings of 

Russian history the way the kids of 

the 60’s felt about it, beginning 

with Lenin, all the way through 

Brezhnev including Perestroika.  

 

 We will learn about the 

school, sports and social life of 

children in the USSR, with 

Veronica narrating a slide 

presentation. This is a personal 

story told in a very personal way.  

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Veronica and Lev, Luba and David 

Lasovsky, see page 2. 
 

 
 

 The 1899 Polk County 

Courthouse opened as a museum 

in 1976. Polk County celebrated 

the United States 200
th
 birthday 

July 4
th

 with the largest gathering 

Balsam Lake has ever had. The 

line to the door of the museum 

extended beyond a block with 

families waiting for their first visit 

to the new county museum. 

 

 

 

 

MUSEUM 
BIRTHDAY 
SEPTEMBER 
2, 2006 
10 A.M. TO 4 
P.M. 
PROGRAM AT 
1 P.M. 
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1989 photo of Lasovsky family in U.S.A. 

 

 
 

 

 My husband Lev and I both grew up in the most beautiful city in the world, 

Saint Petersburg, Russia. We graduated from college, started working and by 

Soviet standards, we were pretty well off. However, being a Jew in the Soviet 

Union was always difficult - sometimes, life-threatening, sometimes just 

uncomfortable, but never good. You learned it fast; four year old Jewish children 

already knew there was something "wrong" with them, that they didn't belong. 

 We used the first available opportunity to emigrate from the Soviet Union. It 

happened after Gorbachev came to power and started some reforms. The three of 

us (my husband, our 1-year old daughter Luba and I), along with my husband's 

sister and her family, came to New York in 1989. As most immigrants, we had to 

start our new lives from scratch, but we were happy to be here, and we still are.  

 In the United States we started with low-paying jobs. I worked as a 

babysitter getting three dollars an hour caring for two children. My husband 

worked at a deli department in a grocery store, my sister-in-law worked by a hot 

oven in the kitchen of an Italian restaurant, without air conditioning. My husband 

is now a professor at the University of Minnesota, my sister-in-law works as 

executive vice president of a company in New York. 

 This country gives everyone a chance, and that is very different from where 

we came from. In the Soviet Union, the ethnic origin of your parents and 

grandparents determined how well you could succeed in your career and in life. 

This is why we are here. Our son, David, was born here.  

 

Veronica Lasvosky 
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POLK COUNTY HISTORICAL 

MUSEUM 

 

30 YEAR  
BIRTHDAY PARTY 

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2006 

10 A.M. – 4 P.M. 1 P.M. PROGRAM 

 

COME & CELEBRATE WITH US! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

   
THE LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE AT THE FAIR 
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 The Sterling Eureka and Laketown Historical Society hosted the Red School 

House for the 2006 Polk County Fair. We had help from the Polk County, Amery 

and Luck historical societies by providing their displays. The Polk County 

Genealogical Society had a table and a person to help people interested in tracing 

their family tree. The weather was in the 90s but with two window air conditioners 

we truly were the coolest spot at the fair! 

   Approximately 1000 persons came though the doors during the three days. 

 Saturday afternoon seven local authors autographed books and took turns reading 

excerpts from them. The books ranged from local history to Scandinavian dialect 

poetry.  Sunday afternoon the 4-H speeches and demonstrations were a nice change 

of pace as we learned how to make good pies and how to take care of sheep and 

goats.  

 SELHS had displays of old fruit jars and kitchen utensils, cook books, farm 

tractors, wood working tools and old radios. We had many posters of local history 

pictures and stories.  Friday, the Jahns of Wolf Creek brought their fancy doctor's 

buggy and one horse cutter for display. Our out side events for Saturday and 

Sunday were cancelled due to the heat.  The wall of posters covered the history of 

the Cushing Tigers Baseball Team was popular 

 Many children came in and tried out the desks, slates, and looked at the 

school books.  There was a continual flow of people coming in, cooling off and 

helping themselves to our free ice water, Cracker Jacks, coffee and cookies. 

  We appreciated the chance to host the School House for the Polk County 

Historical  Society and thank everyone who helped with the displays, events and 

encouragement!  Our goal was more exposure for local history groups and I think 

we were successful.  Russell Hanson 

 

Polk County Historical Society Fair Booth 

 

 Raffle winners:   Prize    Donated by: 

Dorothy Noonan, Amery  Quilt & Pillow  Lois Hoff 

Teresa Vollrath, Milltown Afghan   Phyllis Gabrielson 

Sue Matthews, St. Croix Falls $100 Savings Bond Eagle Valley Bank 

Amber Webb, Taylors Falls $100 Savings Bond River Valley Bank 

Lois Lovegren, Amery  Boy’s Bike   PCHS (Wal-Mart discount) 

Pat Willits, St. Croix Falls Girl’s Bike   PCHS (Wal-Mart discount) 

   

 Thank you for the help: Darrell Kittleson, Todd Pfeifer, Unity Summer 

School students and teachers for preparing and painting our building; Elaine 

Erickson, Martha Filip, Ralph La Duke, Larry & Linnea Phillipson, Rosalie & 

Darrell Kittleson, Muriel Pfeifer, Lois Hoff for hosting during the fair. 
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POLK COUNTY CIRCLE OF HISTORY 

 

 Amery Historical Society will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, August 17
th
 in 

the Council Chambers of the Amery City Hall. The program “History of the 

Amery Fall Festival” will be told by those who helped make it. The festival was 

founded in 1949 and one of the original directors, Palmer Sondreal will be 

featured, as well as chairmen of past festivals including Bob Williamson '68, Bruce 

Johnson '70 & '78, Dan Lien '87, Oralee Schock, '75 Queen and ’05 Co-Chair, 

and Clint Gjerde, designer of the original Amery Queen's float.
 

 The 2006 Fall Festival button will be revealed. The designer, Jon Stotts and 

art teacher, Stephanie Schmidt, will place the button in the permanent display case 

of past buttons. Everyone is welcome to join us for an evening of interesting 

insight into this annual celebration.   The 57th Amery Fall Festival will be held  the 

weekend of September 14-17. For further Amery Historical Society information 

call Marlys Nelson at 268-6719, or Marge Hallquist at 268-8375. 

 

  The main project of the Clear Lake Historical Society is the CLEAR LAKE 

MUSEUM CHRONICLE, a monthly newspaper with over 2000 subscribers. Editor 

Charles T. Clark began this paper fifteen years ago to preserve area history after 

the local paper closed. 

 

 Luck Historical Society meets at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each 

month. Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, August 15 at 7 p.m. in the Danish 

Brotherhood Hall.  Our speaker will be Janet Dykema, field services representative 

from the State Historical Society. She will speak on and answer questions 

regarding design and choice of exhibit themes for our planned historical museum. 

Everyone is welcome at our meetings. 

 

 St. Croix Falls Historical Society has quarterly program meetings. The 

next meeting is at 7 p.m., October 26 at the new National Park Service Visitor 

Center. The speaker will be Charles T. Clark of Clear Lake He will speak on four 

local professional baseball players; Burleigh Grimes, Roy Patterson, Fred Cy 

Williams and Andy Pafko.  

 

 Frederic Historical Society regular meetings are the fourth Thursday of 

every month. A special hot dish feed is planned for September 2; 11:30 a.m. 

followed by a white elephant sale and at 1 p.m. a raffle for the play house made by 

Ken Java. 

 

 

 Sterling, Eureka, Laketown Historical Society will meet Thursday August 

17, 7 p.m. at the Cushing Community Center. The program will be "Collecting 
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Farm Toys." Bruce Gustafson, an expert in farm toys will show us some of his own 

collection.  Please bring your own toys for show and tell. It is free and open to the 

public. Refreshments will be served.
 

 SELHS is sponsoring a flea, craft and farmers market at the Cushing Fun 

Day, Saturday August 19
th

, starting at 7:00 a.m. Set up your own sales spot for five 

dollars and support the Cushing Community Center. If you have questions, contact 

President Marcie Marquardt at 715-648-5505. 

 A River Road Ramble is set for Saturday Sept 23, along the River Road and 

Hwy 87. Enjoy the oldest road in Polk County during peak fall season with side 

events, garage sales, open houses, historical stops, etc.  If you want to participate, 

contact Russ Hanson at russhan@rconnect.com.  

 

 Polk County Genealogical Society fall meetings will all be held at 7 p.m. at 

the Osceola Public Library. The schedule is: September 25 - Moving Photos into a 

Family History Book with John Jenkins, retired school teacher; October 23 - 

Beginning Genealogy with Barb Oestreich, retired school teacher; November 27-

Swedish Genealogy with Pastor Alan Hagstrom 

 

  MUSEUM REPORT 

 

 July was an outstanding month for the Museum with a number 

breaking day of forty visitors and five private tours. 

  The museum is looking wonderful with a clean fresh look and new 

displays thanks to Dave Knutson, Martha Filip and Marilyn Reiten. 

 Larry and Linnea Phillipson have started to clean and clear the 

second floor storage area preparing for the elevator addition.  

 Alan Stober from the Polk County Job Service is our smiling 

greeter this summer.  Alan has experienced many different duties.  

  The elevator addition blueprint is on the way to Madison for state 

approval. If all goes well the blue prints will go to the county board and 

it will be put out for bids.  Then we will have a better idea of the cost of 

the addition. 

  I will need help closing the museum this year because there is 

much to do on the second floor with the displays.  If you have some time 

to give please call the museum 715 485 9269. 

 

Rosalie Kittleson, Museum Director 

 

mailto:russhan@rconnect.com
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High Tea Luncheon 

Paradise Landing 
 

The War Years Style 

Show 
 

September 21 
 

12 Noon 
 

Cost $20.00 
 

Fruit Salad 

Chicken Salad 

Roll & Butter 

Beverage 

Cake 
 

Contact Muriel Pfeifer Reservations: 1-715-268-6578 
 

 The tradition of High Tea goes back many years to 

the late 1700's. In England at that time there were two 

main meals daily, Breakfast and Dinner. Dinner was 

served very late in the evening, so it was a very long time 

between meals. The Duchess of Bedford(1788-1861) 

complained about a "sinking feeling" in the late afternoon. 

Afternoon tea was her invention to keep her going until 
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dinner. She would invite friends to join her for tea at 5p.m. 

Other hostesses quickly copied her idea. Food at tea 

included such things as thin crustless sandwiches, shrimp or 

fish pate, toasted breads with jams and regional pastries 

such as scones and crumpets. The emphasis was on 

presentation and conversation. Today different versions of 

High Tea can be found worldwide especially in 

commonwealth countries. 


