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POLK COUNTY JUSTICE CENTER 

COMMUNITY ROOM 

 

JULIEANN FOX 

INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMS 

 

INTERSTATE PARK 

ST. CROIX FALLS 

 

 
http://www.mnmuseumofthems.org/Faces/labels/Dalles.

html 

 

Thank You 

LUCKY HORESHOE 4-H for 

painting and maintaining century 

farm signs in Johnstown and 

Beaver townships. 

 

 
 

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/parks/specific/interstate/

nature/index.html 

 

Interstate Park Trails, see page 4 

 

Luck Historical Society will meet 

Tuesday, October 7, at 7 p.m. at 

the Luck Village Hall. Speaker 

Norma Strand has been 

instrumental in the Buffalo Bill 

Historical Center, Cody Wyoming, 

and will be sharing her experience. 

 

St. Croix Falls Historical Society 

will meet October 26, 7 p.m. at 

National Park Headquarters, 401 

Hamilton Street. Charles T. Clark 

will speak on Burleigh Grimes and 

other baseball legends of this area. 

http://www.mnmuseumofthems.org/Faces/labels/Dalles.html
http://www.mnmuseumofthems.org/Faces/labels/Dalles.html
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/parks/specific/interstate/nature/index.html
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/parks/specific/interstate/nature/index.html
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INTERSTATE PARK  ST. CROIX FALLS 

 

WISCONSIN’S OLDEST PARK  

 

 

 
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/ 

 

1895 

 

 Polk County’s largest recreational area and tourist attraction came about 

because a meeting was held in St. Croix Falls to establish a state park on the 

Wisconsin side of the St. Croix River in conjunction with one being pursued in 

Minnesota. William Blanding was chosen chairman and L. B. Dresser, secretary. 

The next day, April 3, William Blanding sent a letter to Assemblyman Burdick of 

Osceola encouraging his cooperation in securing this Dalles area as a state park. 

Blanding encouraged members of the legislature to visit the area, reasoning that 

many people would benefit with “renewed health and renewed strength.” 

Unfortunately this outing never took place. On April 12, Assemblyman Burdick 

introduced the proposed 250-acre site park bill into the Wisconsin State Assembly. 

The bill was a duplicate of one making its way through the Minnesota legislature, 

except for the land description. Minnesota’s was enacted into law by the end of 

April 1895. Wisconsin’s did not fair as well, the Assembly stripped the bill of the 

provision to purchase the 250 acres, but a three-man commission was set up to 

determine the value of the land. 

 

 

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/
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1897 

 

 Assemblyman Dresser and Senator T.B. Mills of Superior presented the bill 

that allowed for the purchase of the land designated in the 1895 bill and expanded 

it to permit the purchase of more land, 1,100 acres. The appropriation included 

$5,000 to buy property and $10,000 for improvements. A park committee from St. 

Croix Falls, consisting of T.H. Thompson, Ed Gottery and Frank B. Dorothy, 

testified at the joint session. Photographs and maps of the park lands were shown 

to no avail; Bill No. 480 was “indefinitely postponed.” 

 

1899 

 

 On February 7, 1899, Assemblyman Dresser introduced Bill 82A, which 

asked for a $10,000 appropriation for the 250 acres designated in the 1895 bill and 

an additional 350 acres. It was amended to $6,500 for the purchase, and then 

passed by a vote 71 to 5. The senate concurred and the bill was signed into law on 

March 30 by Governor Edward Scofield.  

 

 

1901, 1905 

 

 The $6,500 appropriation was inadequate for the purchase of the 600 acres 

approved by the legislature and it was raised to $7,500 in 1901 and $10,000 in 

1905.  

 

1907 

 

 Annette Thaxter, a widow who lived in California, owned about 475 acres. 

Part of her land surrounded the Lake of the Dalles. As late as 1915 the lake was 

officially known as Thaxter’s Lake. South of the lake she owned the quarter 

section that contained Eagle Peak. The Thaxter property was finally sold to the 

State of Wisconsin in 1907 for $11,950.50. 

 

1908 

 

 The Lake of the Dalles is referred to as Berger’s Lake by many area 

residents. Jacob Berger owned 40 acres including a tip of the lake. Berger finally 

sold his property to the state for $1600 with a provision that gave Berger the 

mineral rights for eight years. 
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1924 

 

 The Standard Press reported on the noise caused by the state crew who were 

blasting rock ledges in the park for a roadway to “Berger’s Lake.” This was the 

first major improvement and provided the park visitors with a breathtaking 

panoramic view of the Dalles.  

 

1935 

Civilian Conservation Corps 

 

  “Barracks were constructed on the meadow south of Lake O’ the 

Dalles, for what became a community of some 125 to 200 recruits at a time, with 

kitchen and mess hall, library and classroom, a workshop and infirmary, a canteen 

and swimming and ball teams.”
1
 

 

 The corps created over ten miles of trails that involved thousands of man-

hours to enable tourists to easily visit the areas of the park. President Roosevelt’s 

program gave us a system of roads and trails, rock walls, the Lake of the Dallas 

swimming beach and pavilion, headquarters and other picnic buildings constructed 

of native stone.  

 

  

 
 

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/ 

                                           
1
 Braatz, Rosemarie Vezina, St. Croix Tales and Trails, 2005, St. Croix Falls, Wisconsin 54024. 
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1970’s 

 

 In the early 1970’s the Department of Natural Resources acquired acreage 

that more that doubled the size of the park. To protect park boundaries on the east, 

360 acres were acquired along County Road S. Another 500 acres secured the 

Silverbrook area south of Eagles Peak between County Road S and the river. A 

new, safer park entrance was constructed on highway 35. The Ice Age Center 

Building is of one of nine areas in the state selected to participate in the law to 

preserve and interpret glacial features of Wisconsin signed by President Lyndon 

Johnson in 1964.
2
 

 

 
     

 
 

Interstate Park, Early 1920’s from PCHS photo collection. 

                                           
2
 Moberg, Ward, Dallas Visitor, volume 31, 1999, Taylors Falls, Minnesota and St. 

Croix Falls, Wisconsin. 
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NOTES FROM DIRECTOR 

 

 Our summer has been very busy at the museum with additions of artifacts 

and many displays changes.  With displays changes come the real housecleaning; 

removing artifacts, dusting, painting, and then creating a display that will be 

viewed by the visitors with great amazement of the item as well as how it 

is showed. This task is often that of Marilyn Reiten, Martha Filip, Dave Knutson 

and I.  

 

   We are presently taping the second video of the history of donors and 

artifacts of the 1899 Museum.  Marge Hallquist and Dave Knutson will go through 

the 57 categories with Jon Cermin, Director of Photography, Cine-Cermin 

Productions, Inc. 

 

  The painting and roofing of the museum is being discussed by the county 

board for this spring.  Contractor, Vern Simon, has been hired to redo the flat roof 

above the coal room this month. The Balsam Lake Village will be delivering fill 

dirt for the south east side of the building.  We will need volunteers to help spread 

the dirt. 

 

   The elevator is still in the viewing of the state and our engineer/architect. 

We will let you know when the plans are accepted. 

 

 I want to thank: Ralph Laduke, Jim Gisch, Marge Hallquist, Marilyn Reiten 

and Phyllis Gabrielson for tour guides for our spring field trips; Patricia Mac 

Donald, Sally Lowe, Leona Cummings, and Melinda Soreson for the Pioneer 

Schooling this summer; Marlene and Ruth Amery School teacher for their donation 

of summer school and the flapper dress; Alice Anderson for her work in the office, 

Bill Aleva and the Unity School for plaques for the donors of the addition/elevator, 

Howard Tangberg for the motor and installing it in our player piano, Linnea & 

Larry Phillipson down sizing the storage area; Jim Gisch for closing up the 

museum for the summer, and Rick Gates from the county veteran’s office for 

narrating our War Years Style Show and all those who modeled. 

 

  

Thank you and enjoy pictures of some our war year models on the next pages, 

 

Rosalie, Director 
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Beth Soltis, Osceola 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linnea & Larry Phillipson 

 

 
Beth Soltis, Osceola 
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Margaret Winchell 

 

 
Bernice Krueger 

Polk County Historical Society 

Board Meeting 

September 26, 2006 

 

Directors Present:  Ralph LaDuke, Merle Bergren, Art Young, Carl Johnson, 

LeRoy Schwan, Rey Lark, and Muriel Pfeifer.  Absent:Diane Dueholm and 

Darrell Kittleson.  Others present: Rosalie Kittleson, Lois Hoff, and Patty Young. 

Call to order:  President Muriel Pfeifer called the meeting to order at 5:51. 

Secretary’s Report:  Approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Treasurer’s Report: Given by Lois Hoff.  Approved on a Ralph/Carl motion. 

Director’s Report: Read by Rosalie Kittleson.  .   

Correspondence:    

St. Croix Valley Community Foundation has funds available for a 

Management   Grant for non-profits.  Muriel asked Rosalie to pursue this 

grant. 

They will also be sponsoring a “Building More Effective Nonprofits” 

Workshop on October 20
th
 from 8:30-4:30.  Muriel or Rosalie will attend.  

Ralph/ Merle motion to pay the $50 registration fee.              

Old Business: 
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     1.  A check for $201.81 was given to Lois as the profit from the Red Hat Tea.  

     2.   The museum birthday party was a huge success with music and cake. 

     3.   The exterior painting has not yet been approved by the Property Committee. 

     4.   The request for bids to do the museum roof hasn’t been done yet.  

     5.   The elevator plans have not yet been approved by the State. 

     6.   Annual elections will be held in October.  Rey Lark volunteered to be on the  

Board and serve out the remaining two years of Nicole Hanson’s term. 

     7.   Alice Anderson has been doing some computer work in the museum office 

and Rosalie would like to try sending the newsletters via e-mail again.  Carl/Art 

motion to send to the libraries via e-mail, but send rest by postal service for 2006.     

8.   Marge Hallquist and David Knutson will be taped on October 3-5, by John 

Cermin, sharing museum history both inside and outside.  

9.   Rosalie presents our budget of $14, 600 to the Financial Committee on Sept. 

28
th
.  

New Business: 

1. Discussed having placemats featuring local historical societies to place in 

local restaurants.  Advertising would need to be sold to pay for them.  This is 

an idea proposed by Durand Blanding of the St. Croix Falls Historical 

Society.  Rosalie suggested we get more information from him.  

2. Rosalie presented her idea for Christmas in July; there would be a display of 

decorated Christmas trees for 3-4 weeks.  People would pay to display the 

trees.  

3. Talked about having a Snow-Golf tournament as a fund raiser?   We would 

probably need help from the Community Club to make it a success.  

4. We need a volunteer to be in charge of the library exhibit in Dresser.  

5. LeRoy Schwan verbally submitted his resignation from the board at this 

meeting.  Everyone expressed their appreciation to LeRoy for his many 

years of faithful service.  He will be missed.  There is one year remaining on 

his 2
nd

 term.  

6. Possible 2007 events:  “Heritage Fair on the Square”, with music and a quilt 

show,   “Back to the 50’s Car Show”, another auction.  (Rosalie would like 

to have only one special event per month.)  

7. On Sat., November 11
th

, the military uniform and dress style show will be 

presented at The North Star Events Center.  Back stage helpers are still 

needed.  

8. A digital camera and a button machine were purchased with grant money.  

Next meeting will be on October 23
rd

.  Adjournment at 7:06 on a Ralph/LeRoy 

motion.   

        

Submitted by Patty Young, Secretary  


