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________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Our June speaker, Ralph Weber, 

book conservator and stereo specialist 

of Clear Lake, will bring 

stereoscopes, cards, and share his 

knowledge about them to our June 26 

meeting. 

 

Tuesday, June 26, 7:15 p.m. 

Polk County Justice Center 

 

Refreshments following 

 

Board Meeting, 5:45 p.m. 

 

We welcome you to bring your 

stereoscope and cards for display. 

 

Stereoscopic imaging is any 

technique capable of recording three-

dimensional visual information or 

creating the illusion of depth in an 

image. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BALSAM LAKE 

FREEDOM FEST 2007 

 

AUCTION & BAKE SALE 

 

 

Saturday, June 30 

Polk County Museum 

10 a.m. 

 

We need: 

 

 Items to Sell* 

 

 Workers to set up Friday and 

 Saturday morning 

 

 Workers for  Foodstand 

 

 Cookies and Brownies  

 

 Clean-up Crew 

 

*Call 483-3979 or 485-9269 for pick-

up 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stereopsis
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WE APPRECIATE YOU! 

 

A good time was had by all who attended Memory Lane, May 22. It was an 

informative, relaxing evening, and we sincerely thank Erling and Betty and Marc 

Jensen. My apology to those who attended May 26, but I’m sure the Jensens entertained 

you. 

 

Thank you to East Balsam Baptist Church for allowing us to have coffee in your 

beautiful new facility and to Darrel Alen for his informative talk and guide through 

Bunyan Cemetery. 

 

For the last several years, Arla Brunberg and Edie Osborn have donated hundreds of 

Avon boxes, which have been used for storage. This makes our store rooms more 

uniform, and it is appreciated. 

 

Jeanne (Michael) Murphy donated her 20-year collection of negatives and pictures she 

acquired from her photography business, Falls Photo. The business started in 1963 on 

Highway 8 in the building which is now Log Jam Trading Company. In 1972 the 

Murphys sold the building and framing business to Loraine Slaughter who opened a 

hobby-craft-frame business. Jeanne and Michael purchased the Nels Alhm farm further 

east on Highway 8 where they operated the photography business until 1981. 

 

A model 94 Winchester 30-30 caliber commemorative rifle was given to the museum 

by the Polk County Sportsman’s Club. This rifle is engraved with Polk County 

historical sites including the museum. It is displayed in the Native American room.  

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 

2007 Schedule 

 

Date Topic  

June 26 Stereoscopes Ralph Weber 

June 30 Auction/Bake Sale At Museum 

July 25 Picnic Dan Mosay 

August 18 Big Band Dance & Dinner Generation II 

August 28 Rocks Gladys Wickert 

September 25 Early Canoes Phyllis Knutson 

October 23 Christmas in October At Museum 
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THE POLK COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS OFFERING THE 

FOLLOWING PIONEER SCHOOL DAYS: 

 

Little Red School House (Farmington), Polk County Fair Grounds, St. Croix Falls 

July 10, 11 & 12, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 

Lanesdale Rural School, Balsam Lake 

Two sessions:  July 17 – 19; July 24-25 

The three- sessions are $20.00 for one child and the second sibling $15.00. 

 

To make the Pioneer School day program successful, we are looking for students 

in grades 1-6 that are interested in participating in the program of Reading, 

Writing, & Arithmetic. Pioneer games and songs will be enjoyed. Students are 

asked to dress of 1900 era. Girls should wear long dresses and bonnets and we 

encourage boys to wear bibs, knickers and suspenders. Lunches should be brought 

in baskets, pails or handkerchiefs; no pop or chips. 

 

My Child _________________________________would be interested in joining 

the Pioneer School Days at the Polk County Fairgrounds July 10, 11 & 12. 

 

Name 

Address 

Telephone   Age[s]   Grade 

 

My Child _______________________________would be interested in joining the 

Rural Pioneer Schooling at Landesdale School in Balsam Lake, July 17, 18 & 19. 

 

Name 

Address  

Telephone   Age[s]   Grade 

 

My Child _______________________________would be interested in joining the 

Rural Pioneer Schooling at Landesdale School in Balsam Lake, July 24, 25, & 26. 

Name  

Address  

Telephone   Age[s]   Grade 

 

Mail to: Polk County Historical Society P.O. Box 41, Balsam Lake, WI. 54810.  

You can call Rosalie Kittleson, at 483 3979 for more information. You are 

responsible for transportation to the school. 
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CIRCLE OF HISTORY 

 

Sterling Eureka Lake Town Historical Society 

 

The 68th annual Sterling Picnic will be held on Sunday, June 24, at 11 a.m. at the 

Cushing Community Center. It is a pot-luck celebration of the local area and open to 

anyone in the Polk-Burnett or surrounding areas. This year SELHS will be helping with 

the historical displays and demonstrations. Vernon Peterson, the Watkins man from the 

1950s, will be here with his display case. We will have broom making, spinning, old 

photos, tools, stories, etc. Bring your own local collections too.  
 
The Amery Historical Society Birthday Celebrating Amery’s 120

th
 Year 

 

Thursday, June 7, 2007, 7 p.m. 

Amery City Hall Council Chambers 

Join us for an evening of reminiscence with some of the Amery folks and test your 

memory in an interactive exercise:  Place old businesses in the right buildings on era 

1900 skyline of downtown Keller Avenue drawn by Clint Gjerde. 

Everyone welcome to join us with birthday cake. 

 

St. Croix Falls Historical Society 

 

Thursday, June 21, 7 p.m. 

St. Croix Scenic Riverway Visitor Center 

The Civil War, particularly as it affected people in this area, will be the topic. The 

speaker will be Ken Martens of Houlton, Wisconsin. Ken Martens is a Civil War re-

enactor who has done extensive study of the Civil War and its impact on this area. 

Refreshments will be served following the meeting. 

 

The Polk County Museum is thinking 50s and 60s. 
 

Do you have vintage clothing stored? The pioneer era display was 

removed to make room for a 50’s display, but the ladies could 

not find much in our collection that new. Could you help? 

Take a look around your home, mention it to others, and stop at a 

garage sale. Let’s help the display ladies, Marilyn Reiten and Martha Filips, out by 

bringing something from your or the neighbor’s closet to the next meeting. 
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Elsie Wood of Clear Lake sent us the following: 

 

 

ROLLED MOLASSES COOKIES 

1 cup white sugar 

1 cup lard (or other shortening) 

2 cups molasses (light) 

2 eggs 

1 tablespoon soda (dissolved in a little hot water) 

3 teaspoons baking powder 

1 tablespoon ginger 

Pinch of salt 

Four to handle (about 8 cups) 

 

 Roll, cut, and sprinkle cookies with sugar. Bake at 350 - 375° F. 

 

 

This is the recipe of Mrs. Julius Adam. It is definitely 75 years old and could be much 

older. She emigrated from Germany in 1869 at the age of 16 with her parents, the Julius 

Kieskes, to Cedar Bend area south of Osceola mills. 

 

Maybe we will taste these at our next meeting. Send us your family recipe!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the desk of the President …………………………………Muriel Pfeifer 

 

The Polk County Historical Society Board held a short meeting at Jensen’s 

Memory Lane on Tuesday, May 22. Those absent were: Rey Lark, Ralph LaDuke, 

and Doreen Hendrickson.   

The SEL and Luck Societies have still not sent in their annual reports. We 

need to have them by March 1 each year. This needs to be a financial report, count 

of members, and a list of officers and projects you are involved with. Please send 

them to us as soon as possible. 
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Committee Reports: 

 The Finance Committee needs another member. Carl Johnson 

volunteered to serve on this committee. They have also discussed offering a $500 

scholarship to a graduating Polk County Senior.  It was suggested that they write 

up criteria for the application and bring it to the board.  

 The Property Committee traveled to Pine City to meet the 

representative of Air Lift.  This type of elevator is in operation there, and they were 

able to see it in operation and ask many more questions.  It was decided to order 

that elevator.  A vote by telephone was taken of all board members before the 

order was placed.  Air Life will be working with the contractor with the blueprints 

and will take care of the state inspections. 

 There was only one bidder in response to the county advertisement; Nelson 

Construction. The County Property Committee was to meet on June 5, and we will 

have more information. 

 A membership committee needs to be established. The objective of this 

committee would be to increase membership. Before this committee is appointed, 

we need to have a current list of all members, yearly and lifetime.  Rosalie will 

compile a list and see that the president gets it. 

 Fundraising: 

  Auction: Mark June 30 on your calendar for the Auction. We are  

  asking for cookie donations to be sold at the food stand. Volunteers  

  are needed to help set up and organize sale items. More auction items  

  are needed. Time for the auction is 10 a.m. 

  Veterans’ Dinner Dance: There will be five silent auction items  

  available for bids. We need to get started on selling the tickets.  

   Cemetery Walk: East Balsam Baptist Church was host for coffee and 

  cookies before the walk. Ten people attended this first walk. 

 A letter was received from Carol Weiden requesting a donation to help pay 

for publishing her next book.  The Board turned down this opportunity.  

 Our biggest problem at this time is finding volunteers to be greeters at the 

museum. We are covered every weekend and Monday this summer, but volunteers 

need to be found for Tuesday – Friday. At the next regular meeting in June, we 

will pass around a sign-up sheet. Please consult your calendars and volunteer 

whenever you can.  

Next year a volunteer coordinator will be appointed to take care of this need. Are 

you willing to be the coordinator?  
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DIRECTORS COMMENTS 

 

The exciting month of May started with school tours of approximately 375 

students from Frederic, St. Croix Falls, Clayton, and Osceola. The students and 

teachers visited the rural school with Leona Cummings; Pine Park with Dan 

Mosay; the museum with guides, Marilyn Reiten, Ralph Laduke, Dave Knutson, 

Marge Hallquist, and guest guide, Karla Randall. The afternoon was spent at 

Kennedy Park with Polk County Land and Water Department instructors leading 

with studies of conservation.  

 

On May 18 Dave Knutson, Harvey Stower, and I met with Amery fourth-grade 

teachers to invite them to have a field trip this fall or next year.  We also met with 

Unity School principal about including them in our next season school tours. Clear 

Lake and Luck School will be visited with the LASH program this fall. The 

partnership with the Friends of D.D. Kennedy and the use of the new building at 

the park was a very workable combination for our Land, Air, Soil, and History 

Program.  You will read letters from students in another location of our newsletter 

witnessing to that. 

 

Turtle Lake Casino’s Expo Fair was enjoyed by members Carl Johnson, Ralph 

LaDuke, Marilyn Reiten, and myself. Over a thousand visitors spun the wheel for 

prizes, and many museum brochures were given out. We were served a wonderful 

dinner afterward as a token of appreciation. 

 

Several PCHS members and friends attended our first society sponsored cemetery 

walk. Cemetery treasurer and historian, Darrel Alen, presented a very interesting 

history of the cemetery including how Bunyan Cemetery  got its name, and the 

system of the records of plots and markers.  

 

Twenty nine folks enjoyed the trip to Fort Folle Avione on June 9. We were given 

a lesson in history of the campsite and living habits of the Native American by 

Mukwah (Bear) aka William Annis. We visited with Jacque about the voyager’s 

trade house and listened to the stories of Northwest and XY Company who built 

the fur trade along the Yellow River. After lunch at the Yellow River Lutheran 

Church, we enjoyed the afternoon at Crex Meadow. A special thank you goes to 

Dave Knutson and JoAnne Knutson for their excellent bus service. 
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I met with the Polk County property board on June 5 and discussed the 

replacement of the museum roof.  The roofers have asked for an additional $16,000 

because of unseen layers of shingles that will need removing before putting the 

new shingles go on. The request will go to the financial committee this month. We 

also discussed the elevator addition to the museum. Debbie Peterson reported that  

one bid, Nelson Construction, was submitted and accepted by the board. Chris 

Nelson will be the contractor and will receive six percent of the cost of the 

addition. I will keep you posted as I received information. 

 

Director, 

 

Rosalie  

 

 

 

Check out our contractor. 

 

http://www.nelsonconstructionservices.com/ 

 

 

 
 

 

Nelson Construction Services is a full-service general contractor with an 

experienced staff of high quality carpenters. We specialize in design and build 

residential and commercial construction projects. We work with the most 

experienced and qualified sub-contractors in the Balsam Lake and surrounding 

Polk County areas. 

 

 

http://www.nelsonconstructionservices.com/
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 Thank you so much for giving 

us a tour around the Polk County 

Museum. We really liked the glass, 

Indian, and military rooms. We also 

liked the jail room and the piano that 

started. We also liked the toy room 

and the train. Thank you, volunteers, 

for helping us on our field trip 

 

From your fourth grade friends in 

OHS. 

 

Zach – Kaityn – Ian – Weston 

– Karly – Jordon 

 

Dear Mrs. Cummings: 

 Thank you for telling us about 

school in the 1900s. It was really cool 

that the pledge was different. The best 

part was when you told us the stories 

like the Oscar Meyer joke. It was 

really funny. I still can’t believe that 

the whip was made out of wood. 

Thank you very much. 

 

 

 

 

Dear Polk County Land and Water 

Resources Department. 

 We really enjoyed coming and 

learning about bogs, water, and soil. 

A couple things we know about bogs 

are that bogs are wetlands, and there 

are a lot of plants in bogs. Thank you 

so much for inviting us to your park. 

 

 Mrs. Sirek’s class 
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Polk County Historical Society 

Box 41 

Balsam Lake, Wisconsin 54810 
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I would like to become a member of 

the Polk County Historical Society: 

 

Lifetime .................  ......... $100 

Yearly ...................  ......... $10 

Students .................  ......... $2 

 

Name ....................................................  

Street ....................................................  

City ......................................................  

State & Zip ...........................................  

E-mail ..................................................  

 

Mail to: Rosalie Kittleson 

 Box 41 

 Balsam Lake, WI 54810 


