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MUSEUM HOURS Memorial Day through Labor Day  12 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

Dresser Junction Depot 

Reopened for passengers 

June 7, 2008 

 

Two major elements had significant 

effects on the future of the St. Croix 

Valley. The first was logging and the 

second was the railroad. 

 

Come hear train enthusiast, Bill 

Pfannes, speak on the Soo Line 

Railroad at our June pot-luck picnic, 

6:30 p.m., Tuesday evening, June 24
th

 

at D.D. Kennedy Park.  Bring your 

own utensils and a dish to pass. 

Coffee and juice will be available.  

 
Bill Pfannes 

 

Balsam Lake 4th of July 2008 

Freedom Fest 

 

Museum Flea Market 

Brat & Bars Food Stand 

Bars & cookies needed 

 

Help! Help! Help! 

Help needed on museum 

lawn Saturday, July 5 

before, during, and after  
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After 47 years the Dresser Depot 

reopened for passengers Saturday, 

June 7, 2008. The first 100 passengers 

received free rides on the tracks that 

carried the last passenger in 1961. On 

hand were train enthusiasts, past 

depot agents, and other railroad 

workers who have spent many hours 

making this reopening possible.  

 

Dresser Junction was founded in 1887 

when the St. Croix branch of Soo 

Line split from the main line. 

Building started from both Turtle 

Lake and Minneapolis with the rails 

meeting on the St. Croix River Bridge 

in Osceola –76 miles. 
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NONE KILLED IN SOO TRAIN WRECK 

1948 

 

Most spectacular scene at the train wreck site was the overturned locomotive 

which almost faced south after leaving the train as it traveled north from Dresser to 

Superior on the Soo Line right in the village of Milltown. 

 

The accident occurred about 3:15 p.m. Tuesday with 25 passengers escaping 

serious injury. 

 

Taken just minutes after the accident, this shot shows the crowd milling around 

and the train on both sides of the track. 

 

Consisting of three cars, two passenger and one baggage, the train was believed to 

have been derailed by pranksters who placed rocks on the track.  

 

 
 

The above was taken from Helen L. Christensen’s scrapbook, page 50, Polk 

County Museum. 

 

Thirteen museum scrapbooks of local news events have been indexed in Excel 

database by name and event or location. Anyone can easily check to see if a family 

member’s name is in the scrapbook by keying a name in the Edit>Find option.  

Two scrapbooks were given by Helen Christensen, one by Esther Anderson, one 

by Agnes Dombrock. The owners of the remaining books were not identified. 

There are approximately 4000 names in the index. The majority of articles were 

obituaries and wedding write-ups. The Polk County Genealogical Society’s main 

project is indexing the family, town, and church booklets kept in the museum.  
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MOTHER DEAD, FOUR HURT IN SOO DEPOT BLAZE 

 

EXPLOSION OF KEROSENE BEING USED TO KINDLE FIRE CAUSE OF 

BLAZE 

 

Burns and possibly internal injuries received in a fire that swept the Centuria Soo 

Line depot early Monday morning caused the death of Mrs. C.C. Williams. 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Williams and family have lived in the rooms above the depot office 

and waiting room as is common all along the line. About eight o’clock Monday 

morning, Carroll, the oldest son, a lad of about fourteen, was starting the kitchen 

fire and in the use of kerosene for this purpose, an explosion occurred and the 

kitchen and adjacent rooms and hall-way leading to the first floor were engulfed in 

flames and smoke. Shouting a warning to the other members of the family who 

were not yet up, the lad ran down stairs and succeeded in extinguishing his own 

burning clothing by rolling in a snow bank. Mr. Williams followed his son down 

stairs to help him while Mrs. Williams and her two daughters, Elaine and Louise 

followed. Evidently they were unable to do so and sought to escape the flames by 

getting out of a window onto the roof over the freight house. Carroll succeeded in 

reaching the window through which his mother and sisters were endeavoring to 

escape and helped them out onto roof. Mrs. Williams was already badly burned 

and cut and fell from the roof to the station platform as Carroll attempted to guide 

her and his two sisters down the semaphore ladder to safety.  

 

The girls were taken at once to the St. Croix Falls hospital. Mrs. Williams was 

rushed to the doctor’s office and later removed to the hospital. Louise, the eldest 

girl, received burns and bad cuts while Elaine was severely burned. Mr. Williams 

received bad burns on both his hands and about the head. Carroll escaped with only 

slight burns. The youngest son Lorain happened to be down stairs when the fire 

occurred and was the only member of the family to escape injuries.  

 

The fire department responded to the call and soon had the fire under control. 

Dense smoke and some difficulty in operating the chemical outfit was encountered 

but the blaze was confined to the upper story and did not break through the roof or 

get into the walls so was soon extinguished.  

 

The above was taken from spiral scrap book # 3, 1933-1939 local newspaper 

articles, Polk County Museum. There was no date with this article. 
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2008 HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING SCHEDULE 

 

Date Topic Speaker/Location 

June 18 Brat Sale Dick Market, Amery 

June 24 The Soo Line Bill Pfannes at Kennedy Park 

July 4-6 Freedom Fest Balsam Lake 

July 12 Author’s Fair Museum Lawn 

July 22 Wisconsin in the Civil War Michael J. Martin 

July 24-27 Polk County Fair St. Croix Falls 

August 23 Big Band Dinner Dance Tac Lo Ban 

August 26 The Meaning of the Dances Dan Mosay / Pine Park 

September 23 New Garfield Park JoAnn Hallquist 

October 4 Christmas Past Afternoon at the Museum 

 

 

 

 

COME TO THE  
 

POTLUCK PICNIC  
 

AT D.D. KENNEDY 
 

 PARK 
 

TUESDAY, JUNE 24 
 

6:30 P.M. 

 

MUSEUM WISH LIST 

 

Handyman tools are needed at the museum. Talk to Darrell Kittleson about 

specifics. 

The museum’s new meeting room needs folding chairs. Does anyone have a 

connection to purchasing these? 

We’re still looking for an upright vacuum cleaner which will be a necessity with 

our new carpet. We do have a vacuum cleaner fund. Also, a small hand-held 

battery-operated vacuum would be wonderful for cleaning in displays. 
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Polk County Historical Society 
Board of Directors Meeting   May 27, 2008 

  

Call to Order:  President Darrell Kittleson called the meeting to order at 5:30. 

Secretary’s Report:  Approved on a Diane/Art motion. 

Treasurer’s Report:  N/A     Rosalie reported on the activity in the elevator fund. 

Director’s Report:  Given by Rosalie Kittleson 

Other:  Darrell, Carl, Ralph, Larry & Linnea worked at the brat stand.  Proceeds were under 

$100.   Carl and Ralph worked at the Business Expo and are planning to return next year.  Help 

is needed to finish cleaning the walkways coming from the elevator. 

Old Business: 

     Place Mats:  Larry gave an update, and showed a copy of what it will look like. 

     Bus Tour:  Only four seats remain. 

     Ruben Awards:  Joyce has done research on the requirements for applying. 

     Convention Date/Place/Food/Speaker:  There are usually 90-100 people attending.   

     The Board will meet on June 10
th

 at 5:30, at the museum, to decide on a date. 

     Dinner Dance:  The band will cost $1000.  Greg Marsten is the chairman of the Silent  

     Auction. 

     Weekend Greeters:  Please call the museum if you can help. 

     Security, T.V. Camera:  Will be installed on Saturday, May 31
st
. 

     Authors Book Fair:  No report 

New Business: 

     Returning items to other Societies: 

          Bellows—Luck Society—on loan from Edwin Peterson 

          Post Office-SEL Society—Rosalie will contact them 

          Luck Hotel Sign—Luck—Chuck Adleman will look at it  

          Lamar School Bell—Rosalie has asked if the school would like it back 

     July 4
th

 Freedom Fest: 

           Flea Market—no report 

           Food—Brats, etc. 

           Music—Rosalie will check into music 

           Parade--- Erling Jensen will be contacted about using his Pierce Arrow 

     Suggested changes for Board to consider for 2009: 

             Museum open four days a week 

             Four monthly meetings and four newsletters 

      Brat Stand on June 18
th 

  

Adjournment was at 7:00.  Our next meeting will be a Potluck picnic at D.D.Kennedy on June 

27
th. 

 The board will meet at 5:30, picnic will begin at 6:30.  Bill Pfannes of Dresser will be 

speaking about the Soo Line Railroad. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Patty Young, Sec. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Our addition is almost complete –nine months after the ground breaking. The 

exterior brick work on the east and west walls is completed, and the brick layers 

are working on the north end. The weather has been a big issue delaying the 

process. The floor covering remains to be done and that will begin June 16th. 

 

We are busy working with the old storage areas that are now entryways to the new 

addition. The cleaning and organizing has been intense; many things had to be 

handled many times, but now the entrance ways will be welcoming to our visitors.  

Martha Fillip and Marilyn Reiter and I are busy with pen and paper designing and 

will soon make some great displays. 

 

Judy Wester is the summer greeter this year and is also organizing the financial 

QuickBooks program. 

 

Thanks to Patricia MacDonald and Art and Patty Young for greeting on the week-

ends.   

 

The Amery teachers will be using the Lanesdale School for the Amery Summer 

Program for the next two weeks. This will be the last year for Ruth Mugerauer and 

Marlene Gustafson. I understand they are both retiring after 30-plus years of 

teaching for the Amery School District. 

  

We will have two weeks of Pioneer School with our board member, Patricia 

MacDonald, teaching in August.  Our three-day session is $20 and a great way to 

give a gift to a grandchild or friend. Please contact us at 715 485 9269. 

  

We are fortunate to receive watch-repair supplies and books of the late W.W. 

Winchester. Winchester is an early founder of our historical society. He came to 

the area from Pennsylvania and set up as a watch and clock repairman in Amery. 

Dorothy Scholz donated these items. We hope to use this donation in a new 

display.  

 

Director 

Rosalie 
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DANCING THE COWS HOME 

COMING TO SCANDIA AND OSCEOLA 

 

    

June 20, 21, 22 

 
Dance again! ArtBarn Theatre 

restages Sara De Luca’s childhood 

memoir Dancing the Cows Home, 7 

p.m. Minnesota Historical Society's 

award winning bestseller returns to 

the St. Croix Valley to celebrate 

Minnesota's Sesquicentennial!  

Revisit De Luca’s tender & candid 

memories of life growing up on a 

Wisconsin dairy farm. Performances 

will be under the big top at 

Gammelgarden Museum, Scandia, 

Minnesota.  The author will be 

present. Dinner available. Call 651-

433-5053 or visit  

www.gammelgardenmuseum.org  

 

June 25-28, 7:30 p.m. 
The Osceola ArtBarn Theater is restaging Sara De Luca’s childhood memoir 

Dancing the Cows Home. Sara is a farm girl starting her life just west of Balsam 

Lake and spending most of her growing-up years south of Milltown in the time of 

Poodle skirts, carhops, piano lessons, and bringing those cows home. This is a rare 

opportunity for old and young to revisit Polk County farm life presented 

professionally at a local theater. 

 

Sara is also working on another book of Polk County farm life based on a unique 

collection of intimate letters between Sara’s mother Helen Williamson Hellerud 

and her mother and sisters. She has titled it Love Helen and it will include 

wonderful pictures. Sara has asked our historical society to be a part of the 

publication of this book, a unique opportunity for us. Let’s support Sara by 

spreading the word and attending the performances at the Artbarn.  

Call 1-715-294-2787 or visit www.stcroixartbarn.com/. 

http://stcroixartbarn.com/JUNEDANCINGTHECOWS.html
http://www.gammelgardenmuseum.org/
http://www.stcroixartbarn.com/
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MUSEUM VISITORS HAVE CONNECTIONS 

 

The museum is open to all, but this year many of the visitors have connections to 

distinguished Polk County citizens or specific areas of the county.  

 

Opening day brought Vanessa Saras of Luck who is a granddaughter of Chief 

Archie Mosay. Chief Archie Mosay was grand chief of the St. Croix Band of 

Ojibway in Wisconsin who served as a living history book for Ojibway Indians in 

Wisconsin and Minnesota. He had inherited that title from his father, Mike, who 

also was a medicine man and spiritual leader until his death in 1971. Archie’s son, 

Dan, is present Chief. Come to Pine Park picnic August 26 and meet Chief Dan 

who will be speaking on the meaning of ceremonial dances. 

  

Donald Husband of St. Paul, nephew of E.E. Husband, visited the first week-end. 

Edward E. Husband, early owner and editor of the Polk County Ledger, was a 

proliferate writer of early Polk County history. 

 

Doug McDonald of Gordon, Wisconsin, relative of Father Gordon visited. Father 

Philip Gordon is the first Native American priest in Wisconsin, the upper Mid-

West and one of the first in the United States. 

 

Carol and Mike McDonough spent an afternoon searching for history information 

about Bone Lake Township. Carol has traveled and interviews extensively  

preparing for an upcoming book. Email her if you have information on the Bone 

Lake area:  mikeMc603@gmail.com. 

 

Roger Riegel stopped in to look for information on the Beaver Dam Logging 

Company that was located on Pipe Lake in Johnstown Township from 1899 to 

1910. Does anyone know about this logging camp?  

 

Steve Arduser is searching for history of the Apple River Township where he 

lives. Steve joined our society for a year; look for him at upcoming meetings. 

 

As a historical society and museum, we have a responsibility to preserve history 

for future generations, so it is thrilling to have people come in and use our 

resources. 

 

Today, Monday, June 9, a grandmother who had worked in the courthouse brought 

two granddaughters on their first visit to any museum. The girls loved it. They said 

it was the best museum in the world and they wanted to go to more museums. 
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I would like to become a member of 

the Polk County Historical Society: 

 

Lifetime ........................................ $100 

Yearly ............................................ $15 

Student ............................................. $2 

 

Name ....................................................  

Street ....................................................  

City ......................................................  

State & Zip ...........................................  

E-mail ..................................................  

 

Mail to: Rosalie Kittleson 

 Box 41 

         Balsam Lake, WI 54810  

http://www.PolkCountyMuseum.com  

 

mailto:darose@centurytel.net

